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Fort Phil Kearny State Historic Site 
is a National Historic Landmark 
located between Sheridan and  

Buffalo, as well as the Bozeman 
Trail Sites, including the Fetterman 

& Wagon Box Battle Sites.

Fort Phil Kearny State Historic Site is administered by the Divi-
sion of State Parks and Historic Sites, Wyoming Department of 

State Parks and Cultural Resources. http://wyoparks.state.wy.us/

History: 1866‑1868
Named for a popular Union general killed in the 
Civil War, Fort Phil Kearny was established at 
the forks of Big and Little Piney Creeks by Col. 
Henry B. Carrington of the 18th U.S. Infantry in 
July 1866.

The mission of the fort and two other posts along 
the Bozeman Trail, Forts Reno and C.F. Smith, was 
three-fold: to protect travelers on the Trail; to pre-
vent intertribal warfare between Native Americans 
in the area; and to draw attention of Indian forces 
opposed to Euro-American westward expansion 
away from the transcontinental railroad construc-
tion corridor to the south.

All three Bozeman Trail forts were stockade forti-
fications, with Fort Phil Kearny being the largest. 
Enclosing 17 acres, the fort wall was 8 feet high, 
1,496 feet in length, and tapered in width from 600 
feet on the north to 240 feet on the south. More than 
4,000 logs were used to erect the stockade, while 
over 606,000 feet of lumber and 130,000 bricks 
were produced in 1867 alone for the extensive 
building construction.

During its two-year existence, Fort Phil Kearny 
was the focal point of a violent war between the 
U.S.  Army and the Sioux, Cheyenne and Arapaho 
Indians opposed to intrusions into the last great 

Bozeman Trail Days
Friday, Saturday and Sunday annually, during 
the third week of June For more information: 
write Fort Phil Kearny/ Bozeman Trail 
Association P.O. Box 5013, Sheridan, WY 
82801, or phone Fort Phil Kearny Historic 
Site: 307-684-7687 or 307-684-7629

Join the Fort Phil Kearny/
Bozeman Trail Association 
Mail $15 for individuals and $25 for 
families along with your name, address and 
phone number to FPK/BTA, P.O. box 5013, 
Sheridan, WY 82801. Membership entitles 
you to newsletters and a discount on books.

Site rules
No overnight Camping available. •	
Removal of artifacts or natural resources  •	
is prohibited. 
Do not discharge firearms. •	
Please leash pets. •	
Please don’t pick plants or flowers. •	
Please use available receptacles for litter. •	
Consult site staff for state parks regulations. •	

Location
From I-90, take exit 44.

hunting grounds on the Northern Plains. Besides the 
Fetterman and Wagon Box battles, many smaller 
fights took place in the area.

By 1868, the Union Pacific Railroad had reached 
a point to the west where travelers could bypass 
the Bozeman Trail forts’ expensive liabilities. In 
the Treaty of 1868, the United States agreed to 
close the forts and the trail. Fort Phil Kearny was 
abandoned by the Army in early August 1868, and 
burned soon afterwards by the Cheyenne.

In 1963, Fort Phil Kearny was designated a National 
Historic Landmark. Today, portions of the fort site 
and the Fetterman and Wagon Box battlefields are 
included within the Fort Phil Kearny State Historic 
Site boundaries.

Connor Battlefield 
Connor Battlefield State Historic Site is located 
in Ranchester, Wyoming off I-90.  This stretch of 
riverbottom land was the site of the Battle of Tongue 
River between the Army and Arapaho tribe. It was 
the single most important military engagement of 
the Powder River Expedition of 1865, and caused 
the Arapaho to ally with the Sioux and Cheyenne at 
the Fetterman Fight a year later. The park provides 
historic interpretation, a playground, picnic areas, 
overnight camping and fishing access. 




